Ivette Herryman Rodriguez

Black montuno

Version for

Clarinet in Bb and Symphony Orchestra
(2016)

ca: 13 min.



Instrumentation

2 Flutes

Piccolo

2 Oboes
English Horn

2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

Soprano Sax
Alto Sax
Tenor Sax

Baritone Sax

4 Horns in F

4 Trumpets in Bb
2 Trombones
Bass trombone
Euphonium
Tuba

Clarinet in Bb (Solo)

Harp
Piano

Timpani
Percussion.(4 players-see below)

Strings

Percussion 1: Glockenspiel, Jam block, Xilophone, Timbales, and Bongoes.
Percussion 2: Vibraphone, Congas, and Tom Toms (4).

Percussion 3: Crash Cymbals, Gran Cassa, Shaker, Cowbell, and Triangle.
Percussion 4: Slap stick, Snare Drum, Bass drum, Hit hat, Claves, Marimba, Triangle,
and Suspended Cymbal.



Program notes

Around the time I graduated from Baylor University with my Master’s in Music Composition, I decided to
write a work that would serve as my graduation gift for my professor Scott McAllister. I thought that it
would be a good idea to write a piece for clarinet, my professor’s main instrument, and for Wind Ensemble,
an instrumental format for which he had written several works. This is how “Black montuno” came about.

The title of my piece has to do with McAllister’s “Black Dog,” a work written for Clarinet in Bb and Wind
Ensemble, and with my Cuban roots.

The word montuno, which translates as riff, refers to a musical entity characteristic of son and salsa. These
are two genres of the Cuban popular music of the 20" century, which are still active in the current Cuban
musical scene. While the montuno was born with and is still part of son, it became a hallmark of Salsa,
which is music for dancing, not for listening, as one would do with concert music. Traditionally, the piano,
the Cuban tres, and the bass are the instruments that play the montuno.

For the realization of this work, I composed a montuno and a theme derived from my montuno’s intonations.
Influenced by the songs of the Cuban Nueva trova movement, the theme developed into a song that can be
heard in the last section of the piece. Harmonies influenced by Cuban popular music and jazz are used in this
composition.
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